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SUBJECT: STATUS REPORT ON PINYIN CONVERSION 

ON THE QUESTION WHETHER AND WHEN NCNA WILL CONVERT TO 
PINYIN ROMANIZATION IN ITS FOREIGN LANGUAGE SERVICES, 

THE BRITISH TELL US THAT TWO DAYS AGO REUTERS CORRESPONDENT 
WAS TOLD BY A SENIOR NCNA OFFICIAL THAT THE CHANGE MIGHT 
NOT BE MADE UNTIL SOMETIME AFTER SEPTEMBER 1, BUT THAT 
FOR QUITE A LONG TIME AFTER THE CHANGE NCNA WILL ALSO 
CARRY NAMES WITH FORMER ROMANIZATION IN PARENTHESES 
AFTER THE PINYIN VERSION. MOST OTHER CHINESE OFFICIALS, 
INCLUDING A MFA CONSULAR AFFAIRS OFFICIAL WHOM THE BRITISH 
EMBASSY QUERIED DIRECTLY THIS WEEK, HAVE BEEN VAGUE AS 
TO WHETHER THE CHANGE WOULD BE MADE AT ALL, AND NONE HAS 
COME CLOSE TO CONFIRMING SEPTEMBER 1 SWITCHOVER 
DATE. 
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